It is universally acknowledged that the greatest boon to the natives of India, which lias accompanied the English rule in their country, is the medical education of her sons, and the diffusion of European medical skill amongst her people. Un-doubtedly, much has been done in this direction ; but have we done all we could? We make bold to assert that we have n"t; and that, not from any want of energy in the cause, (on tbe contrary, we point to our metropolitan hospitals and dispensaries and say to sceptics, " si mortumentum quteris circumspice,") but from ignorance of the most effective method attaining our object.
The more schools and dispensaries scattered throughout the length and breadth of the country the better : the building at Agra may still be maintained as a dispensary ; but let a collegiate institution, with its large hospital for all classes, irrespective of race or creed, with its staff of European and native teachers, its laboratories and museum, be located at the second capital of the Bengal Presidency. We have spoken in this article only of the higher kind of education to be given at this college,?of the education of sub-assistant surgeons. In our next we propose to discuss the education of hospital assistants, heretofore yclept native doctors,?of the class which is intended to represent the country practitioner in England. The cost of the whole will be then considered also.
(To be continued.)
